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Codes for Accidental Contact with Flying Horses (W31.81) or Orcas (W56.9) aside, 
ICD-10 is nothing to laugh about and the clock is ticking toward the October 15 
compliance date!  If you've been hoping for another postponement in the 
implementation of the ICD-10 coding system, it looks like you are out of luck.  On 
April 14, the U.S. Senate voted to pass H.R.2, signaling no delay for the October 1, 
2015, implementation of ICD-10.  An amendment to postpone ICD-10 was not 

included in the bill. 
 
As if the difference in the sheer volume of codes — 68,000 for ICD-10 compared with 14,000 for ICD-9 weren’t 
daunting enough, documentation requirements for IC-10 add further challenges.  The transition to ICD-10 will 
require providers to capture new, updated, and revised or expanded documentation.  For instance, ICD-10 
contains multiple combination codes that require documentation to reflect the association between conditions, 
and laterality must be documented.  
For example: 

ICD-10 code K50.814 designates “Crohn’s disease of both small and large intestine with abscess.” (ICD-9: 
“555.2 – Regional enteritis, small intestine with large intestine” and “569.5 – Abscess of intestine.”) 

ICD-10 code M05.271 designates “Rheumatoid vasculitis with rheumatoid arthritis of right ankle and foot.”  
(ICD-9: “714.27 – Rheumatoid arthritis with visceral or systemic involvement, ankle and foot.”) 

Remember, ICD-10 can impact software, superbills, workflow, documentation, and more.  Practice 
management vendors and electronic health record (EHR) systems will have to incorporate the new codes in 
their software, so much of the changeover’s technical burden falls to them. Even if your technical vendors are 
doing their part, you will still have to invest adequate time and resources for training – especially your coders – 
on how to use the new diagnostic codes.   
 
According to Ken Bradley, ICD-10 expert and vice president of strategic planning and regulatory compliance at 
medical claims clearinghouse Navicure, surveys indicate that only 21 percent of practices are on track to be 
ready,  but 81 percent believe they will be ready by October.  
 
Your preparations for the transition to ICD-10 should be well underway, but if you find that you’re part of the 
81%, it’s time to take appropriate action to mitigate ICD-10’s potential financial impact to your practice.  
 
Have you: 
 Planned ahead for October staffing needs?  Preparation will transition to dealing with ICD-10.   

 Built a cash reserve or arranged for a line of credit in case things don't go smoothly for the first few 
months? 
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 Reviewed information about ICD-10 published by CMS at www.cms.gov/icd10? 

 Obtained an ICD-10 Coding Handbook for training and identified equivalent codes for your ICD-9 codes? 

 Identified your 50-100 most commonly used ICD-9 Diagnosis codes and the equivalent ICD-10 codes? 

 Trained your staff and practiced? 

 Identified paper forms (superbills, encounter forms, etc.) that will require updates?  Order early to avoid 
potential last-minute rush.  

 Reviewed your CMS-1500 Paper Claim Forms - are you using the updated version? 

 Reviewed your documentation?  Will your current documentation allow you to identify the correct ICD-10 
code or do you need to alter your current documentation methods, templates, or forms? 

 Verified that your vendors have done ICD-10 claims submission testing?   

 Verified that your practice management and EHR software is up-to-date? 

 Developed a plan to deal with potential increases in denials?   

 

 

Questions?  Call our Medical Billing Services Team – (276) 466-5248. 
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Disclaimer: This information is offered for informational purposes only and should not be taken as 
legal advice. 
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